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OBITUARIES

Greatly appreciates the many acts 
of kindess shown to us during the 

sudden death of our loved one.

Doris, Leonard, Delma and Donnie

The family of

Wayne Roger Basham

 otis layMan “Buck” Bennett, sr.
 

 Otis Layman “Buck” Bennett Sr., 85, 
San Marcos, Texas, formerly of Branden-
burg, Ky. died April 18, 2015.
 He was born in Battletown, Ky. on 
Sept. 27, 1929 to the late Margaret Grace 
Greer Bennett and Roy Granville Ben-
nett.   
 Along with his parents he was preceded 

in death by his wife, Tsuyako “Mitchiko” Shiraishi Ben-
nett; daughter, Angela Faye Bennett; sister, Ila May “Ka-
tie” Bennett Riggs; brothers, Raymond “Doog” Bennett, 
and Charles “Charlie” Bennett.
 He is survived by his daughters, Mary (Jimmy) Lam-
kin, Brandenburg, Sharlene (Dan) Boaz, San Marcos, 
Tina Griffith, Louisville, Ky. and Betsy (Jim) Warman, 
Brookville, Ohio; sons, Otis (Stephanie) Bennett Jr., 
Brandenburg and Ray (Carol) Bennett, Eddyville, Ill.; 
sisters, Gladys B. Taylor, Brandenburg, Ina “Dell” (Don) 
Crawford, Battletown, and Lora G. Carson, Brandenburg; 
17 grandchildren; 28 great-grandchildren; and two great-
great grandchildren.
 He was a faithful member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints; a U.S. Army Veteran of the 
Korean War; loved gardening and taking care of the land; 
his favorite pastime was fishing; and he was an avid coin 
collector.
 Funeral services will be held April 25 at 12 noon EDT 
at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Old 
Ekron Road, Brandenburg, KY 40108. Burial to follow in 
the Marve Bennett Cemetery, Battletown, Ky., next to his 
beloved wife. Pallbearers will be Eddie Hockman, Dale 
Funk, Jeff Greer, Jerry Cole, Steve Taylor, and Johnny 
Walker.
 Visitation will be held April 24 from 3-8 p.m., at the 
Bruington-Jenkins-Sturgeon Funeral home and April 25 
after 10 a.m. at the church.
 Condolences may be expressed at www.bjsfunerals.com.

 rodger dee collins sr.
 
 Rodger Dee Collins Sr., 35,  Bran-
denburg, Ky., died April 12, 2015 in 
Rockport, Ind.  
 He was born on Dec. 17, 1979 in In-
dianapolis, Ind.  
 He was preceded in death by his 
grandparents, Sally and Adum Collins. 
 He is survived by his wife Mallorie 

Collins; two sons, Rodger Dee Collins Jr., Brandenburg 
and Adam Joseph Lee Collins, Brandenburg; parents, 
Robbin (Beulah) Swinehart, Brandenburg; 
brothers, Larry Miracle, Louisville, Ky., Jamie Miracle, 
Dickinson, Texas, Charles Swinehart, Ft. Stewart, 
Ga.; sisters, Heather (Chris) Johnson, Evansville, Ind.;   
Megan Swinehart, Louisville;   Crystal Swinehart, 
Spencer, Ind., and Jennifer (Mike) Gouldsmith, Spen-
cer; and a very special aunt Janice; he is also survived by 
numerous nephews, nieces, aunts, uncles, and cousins. 
 He attended several schools while moving often in a 
military family and earned his GED at Ft. Bragg, North 
Carolina.  He took several culinary classes at Sullivan 
University exploring his passion for cooking.  Rodger 
was a brilliant history buff, always quickly knowing 
the Jeopardy answers.  Above his own struggles, He 
always had a kind heart for others in need.  Rodger 
was deeply loved by his family and will be missed by 
all who knew him.
 Funeral services were held April 18 at Buchanan 
Funeral Home in Austin, Ind. John Paul Cavender and 
Brother Happy Chandler off iciated. Burial followed in 
the Wesley Chapel Cemetery, Austin, Ind.   
 Condolences may be expressed at www.buchanan-
funeralhome.net. 

 laWrence Virgil “Jack” hart
 
 Lawrence Virgil “Jack” Hart, 73, Radcliff, Ky., died 
April 15 at his residence.
 He was born on July 23, 1941 at home on a farm in the 
area that is presently called Helm Woods.  
 He was preceded in death by his parents, Lily Rose 
Stewart Hart and Edward Layman Hart; his maternal 
grandparents, Rose Ella Goodman Stewart and Dave 
Stewart; his paternal grandparents, Sarah Elizabeth Love 
Hart and Hiram J. “Dude” Hart.
 He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Karen Lou Mc-
Cracken Hart; his mother-in-law Johnnie McCracken,  
Radcliff; one daughter, Jacqueline Kaye Hart, Radcliff;  
two sons, Steven Christopher Hart (Sarah Stuart Bowl-
ing), Elizabethtown, Ky.; and Cary Edward “Buddy” Hart, 
Rineyville, Ky.; five grandchildren, Miles Douglas Hart 
and Olivia Renee Hart, Rineyville, Matthew McCracken 
Hart, Benjamin Lee Bizzell and Jeremiah Daniel Biz-
zell, Radcliff; step-grandchildren, Kristen Elaine Har-
rison Roberts (Lonnie), Flaherty, Ky., Mackenzie John 
Lenihan and Alexandra Stuart Lanz, Elizabethtown, 
Leedrick Lyons and Jaylyn Lyons, Rineyville; and one step 
great-grandson, Evan Lee Roberts, Flaherty; one brother, 
Charles Edward (Dorothy) Hart, Elizabethtown; four 
nieces and one nephew.
 He was a self-employed businessman and owner of Jack 
Hart’s Body Shop in Radcliff. 
  He became a member of the Radcliff United Method-
ist Church on May 20, 1984 under the leadership of Rev. 
William E. Dodson and served there for many years as 
the chair of Finance and a lay speaker. He was greatly 
influenced by his pastors Rev. Charles Hatfield and Rev. 
Art Leach in receiving the Holy Spirit, Bible studies and 
application of the teachings of Jesus to his daily life. He 
loved Jesus and he told everyone who was willing to listen 
about his Savior and the difference He had made in his 
life. He was a member of the Elizabethtown Emmaus 
Community eagerly serving on local Men’s Walk teams. 
He also was involved in prison ministry through Residents 
Encounter Christ. 
 Funeral services were held April 21 at Radcliff United 
Methodist Church. Darren Gillespie officiated. Burial 
followed in the North Hardin Memorial Gardens. 
 Condolences may be expressed at www.nebfh.com.

ruBye grahaM hennessy
 
 She was “Our Gal in Paris.”
 That’s how Rubye Graham was billed on the front page 

of The Inquirer for her reviews of top fash-
ion designers during the 1960s and early 
‘70s.
 Rubye Graham Hennessy, as she was 
later known, was tasked with making 
the newspaper’s fashion coverage more 
exciting. She arrived in 1959, and by 1966 
- well, this is how Philadelphia Magazine 
described her entrance to a Paris restaurant 

packed with the elite of haute couture:
 “Everyone will be at Maxim’s. The manufacturers, 
designers, the store people - all the people who count in 
the fashion world. And they’ll all notice when Our Gal in 
Paris comes in. They’ll turn around to look and wave and 
she’ll go over and kiss and shake hands. They make a fuss 
over her in Paris.”
 Mrs. Hennessy, 85, who later served as executive editor 
of Seventeen Magazine, started her own public relations 
business, then helped run a fur company, died Monday, 
April 6, in New York after suffering a stroke. She lived in 
New York.
 “She really was responsible for Philadelphia becoming 
fashion-conscious,” said Marciarose Shestack, a Philadel-
phia TV news anchor and longtime friend.
 “She was very adventurous. She was very outgoing and 
charming and quick-witted,” Shestack said.
 Mrs. Hennessy’s colorful nature would shine through 
in her columns.
 She wrote about visiting a topless beach on the French 
Riviera and deciding to join in the fun.
 “It turned out not to be a big deal after all to anyone but 
myself,” she wrote. “Nobody else cared or even gave me a 
second look, darn it.”
 And there was the time she got a tattoo at Philadelphia 
Eddie’s in Chinatown: “A beautiful red-and-yellow but-
terfly rests permanently on my fanny.”
 She later added, “I don’t feel ‘marked for life’ - just a 
little wicked.”
 Mrs. Hennessy grew up in Brandenburg, Ky., and gradu-
ated from Meade County High School as valedictorian at 
16. She was the county spelling champion and won medals 
for being one of the fastest typists in the state.
 In 1949, she graduated from the University of Kentucky 
with an honors degree in journalism and a minor in radio 
arts, which she studied so she could speak without a south-
ern accent.
 But she was not allowed to attend her graduation cer-
emony because a few days earlier she had climbed up what 
was described as a flagpole or trapeze. She was 50 feet in 
the air, and the fire department was called to rescue her. 
It was a scandal because she was a woman.
 She moved to New York and worked in fashion, advertis-
ing, and public relations until 1959, when she joined The 
Inquirer.
 “She was very, very social. Everybody loved her,” said 
Helene Batoff, a former model and interior designer who 
also was a longtime friend.
 A profile in her college alumni magazine stated: “While 
in Philadelphia, [she] worked with considerable civic spirit 
to jazz up the city’s goings-on, based on the premise that 
people won’t need or buy new clothes unless they have 
somewhere exciting to wear them.”
 Her trips to Paris, Rome, London, India, Hong Kong, 
and Peru were glamorous, but she worked long hours.
 “I used to travel with both typewriter and dog, and the 
guests at the Ritz used to complain that my dog barked all 
day and I typed all night,” she once said.
 In January 1974, she returned to New York to run the 
editorial side of Seventeen Magazine.
 Her most famous cover was of a 17-year-old Princess 
Caroline, the elder daughter of Princess Grace, the former 
Grace Kelly of Philadelphia.
 Mrs. Hennessy had developed a friendly relationship 
with Princess Grace during her days at The Inquirer, and 
the iconic movie star granted her an exclusive interview 
with the teenager at the Grimaldi palace in Monaco.
 Mrs. Hennessy left Seventeen in 1975 and went on to 
work in public relations. In 1977, she married G. Michael 
Hennessy, a distinguished furrier in New York, and later 
became a partner in his business. He died in 2009.
 She is survived by a sister, Dr. Nettie King; a niece, 
Karen King; a grandniece, Taylor Jordan Brantley; and two 
younger friends whom she regarded as adopted daughters, 
Odile de Candia and Susan Ciccone.
 No service is planned. Contributions in her memory can 
be made to the Metropolitan Opera in New York via www.
metopera.org/metopera/support/gifts/memorial.aspx.
 De Candia, who will be handling the estate, said Mrs. 
Hennessy’s final wish was to have her ashes combined with 
her husband’s and sprinkled at the Louvre in Paris.

 Winona eliZaBeth daVidson
 
 Winona Elizabeth Davidson, 90, Bran-
denburg, Ky., died April 16, 2015, at Clark 
Rehab and Nursing Center, Clarksville, 
Ind.  
 She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Bennie (Orville) Davidson; and a 
step son, Paul E. Davidson.  
 She is survived by three stepchildren, 

Patricia Tenney, Clarksville, Marilyn Smith, New Albany, 
Ind., Donald Davidson, Newport News, Va.; and several 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, great-great grandchil-
dren, nieces and nephews.
 She was a member of Brandenburg Church of Nazarene.
 Funeral services were held April 20 at the chapel of the 
Hager Funeral Home. Rev. Charles Blanc officiated.  Burial 
followed at Rose Hill Cemetery, Owensboro, Ky.  
 Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuneral-
home.com.

 kathleen corBett Magar
 
 Kathleen Corbett Magar, 92, Flaherty, 
Ky., died April 19, 2015 at Hardin Memo-
rial Hospital in Elizabethtown, Ky.
 She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Frank Magar; her parents, Albert 
(Verna) Sipes Corbett; her four brothers 
and a grandson, Joey Sipes.
 She is survived by two daughters, Linda 

Hobbs Flaherty, and Barbara Wonder, Louisville, Ky.; and 
five grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren.
 She was a member of St. Martins of Tours Catholic 
Church, Flaherty.
 The Mass of Christian Burial was held April 22 at St. 
Martin of Tours Catholic Church, Flaherty. Rev. Kevin 
Bryan officiated. Burial was in the St. Martin Catholic 
Church Cemetery.
 Condolences may be expressed at www.nebfh.com.

 tula “Mae” Wooden Parcell
 
 Tula “Mae” Wooden Parcell, 75, Battletown, Ky., died 
April 18, 2015 in Louisville, Ky.
 She was born Jan. 17, 1940 in Wheelers Mill, Ky. to 
the late Roy Mitchell and Florence Howard Logsdon 
Wooden.   
 Also preceding her in death was her daughter, Kathy 
Jean Edwards.
 She is survived by her loving husband, Jerry W. Parcell; 
sons, Tim Parcell and Tony (Sherrie) Parcell both of Battle-
town, Ky.; brothers, Edwin (Norma) Wooden, Garrett, and 
Charles H. (Beverly) Wooden, Macon, Ga.; grandchildren, 
Meagan (Shane) Sharpe, Nathan and Kayla Parcell, and 
Tara (Jake) Jolly.
 Funeral services were held April 21 from the Chapel of 
Bruington-Jenkins-Sturgeon Funeral Home. Bro. Stewart 
Skaggs officiated. Burial followed in Bethany Cemetery, 
Louisville, Ky.
 Expressions of sympathy may be made in the form of 
donations to: Hosparus of Central Kentucky, P.O. Box 
2149, Elizabethtown, Ky. 42702-9900.
 Condolences may be expressed at www.bjsfunerals.com.

 stoy deXter taBor
 
 Stoy Dexter Tabor, 61, Brandenburg, Ky. 
died April 17, 2015 at his residence. 
 He was born in Hardinsburg, Ky. on 
April 29, 1953, the son of the late Lloyd 
(Juanita) Dooley Tabor. 
 He is survived by his wife Joy Tabor, 
Brandenburg; two children, Traver ((Mis-
sy) DeWayne Tabor, Flaherty, Ky., Lisa 

Dawn Tabor, Louisville, Ky.; two stepchildren, Derek Ep-
person (Leticia), Marysville, Ohio, Amanda Ross (Brent) 
of Garrett, Ky.; seven grandchildren, Madeline, Miranda, 
Ella, Amethyst, Kylie, Zane and Brody; four sisters, Debbie 
Finn (David), Hardinsburg, Ky., Denice Horsley (Bobby), 
Harned, Ky., Cindy Wright (Ovie), Cecilia, Ky., and Jackie 
Ramsey (Tim), Constantine, Ky.
 He was an Army veteran and a retired truck driver who 
enjoyed gardening, fishing and being with his grandchil-
dren.
 Funeral services were held April 21 at Freedom Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church. Rev. Tim Ramsey officiated. 
Burial followed in the church cemetery. 
 Memorial contributions are requested to: American 
Cancer Society or Hosparus.  
 Condolences may be expressed at www.bjsfunerals.com.

 cathy lynn Wilkins
 
 Cathy Lynn Wilkins, 60, Brandenburg, Ky., died April 
16, 2015, at the Hosparus in-patient unit of Norton Hos-
pital, Louisville, Ky.  
 She was preceded in death by her husband, James A. 
Wilkins; her parents, James Walter and Maggie Miller 
Powell; and a sister, Patsy Jones.  
 She is survived by two children, Gina Powell and Aaron 
“Ebbis” Wilkins, both of Brandenburg; two brothers, James 
“Sonny” Powell, Lebanon Junction, Ky. and Larry Powell; 
and numerous nieces and nephews.
 She was a member of Bethel United Methodist Church.
 Funeral Services were held April 19, 2015, at Bethel 
United Methodist Church.  Burial followed in the church 
cemetery.  
 Condolences may be left at www.hagerfuneralhome.
com.

2015 Meade County Fair
July 
18-25

 george daVid WilliaMs
 
 George David Williams, 72, Guston, Ky., died April 
20, 2015 at his residence.  
 He was born June 12, 1942 to the late John E. (Beulah) 
Johnson Williams.  
 He was survived by his wife of 53 years Marie Williams, 
Guston; two sons David (Marsha) Williams, Leitchfield, 
Ky., and Glenn (Iva) Williams, Brandenburg, Ky.; sister 
Rose, and half sister Judy Ann; brothers John (Else) Ray, 
half brother Frank; six grandchildren, and seven great-
grandchildren.
 He was good man who loved fishing and his family.
 Cremation was chosen and a memorial service will be 
held by the family at a later date.  
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NOTICE
The Meade County Messenger will 

print a picture of your loved one in the 
obituary column. We need to receive 
the picture by noon Monday of the 
week the obituary is in the paper.


